Beyond chloride transport: CFTR in the 21st century-introductory remarks to a new state of the art series.
This new series of articles on cystic fibrosis provides an overview of the confusing plethora of problems that arise from the loss of function in a low abundance protein, the cystic fibrosis membrane conductance regulator CFTR. The references are designed to take the clinical reader into areas and journals that they might not normally read. In particular we have concentrated on recent advances that suggest CFTR has functions that do not relate to chloride transport alone. In forthcoming issues of the journal the topics covered range from prospects and difficulties in the translation of new therapies into clinical practice, the regulation of the defective gene (promoters, enhancers, silencers, etc.), regulation and interaction of the CFTR protein product with other proteins in the cell, to functional approaches using developmental and secretory paradigms. These themes have been chosen to bring controversies at the cutting edge of cystic fibrosis research to the practicing pulmonologist in order to stimulate lateral thinking, which we hope will ultimately benefit our patients.